= % "AX" V % 


> & 


PASTORS: 


CHARGE and CURE ; 


OR, 
A Sermon atfir(t preached i in Latine at Oxford, 3 


and afrerwards tranſlated by the Author. 
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The preaching of which created che Author much trouble, and 


inthe winding up of al!, tuſpention trom his Miniftery, and 
thereupon infor cement io leave his native Countrey. 


ESTI: 


2 Chron. 36. verl. 14,15.16. 

SH TO © the chief of the Prieſts &+ the people tranſgreſſed very much, 

fl pollmed the bouſe of rhaggprd,wbich be bad balluwed in Jeruſalem... 

And h. L rd God of theitfgthers ſont to them by bis Meſſengers, ſons © 

np betimes, nd ſendingybecauſe he bad corpaſſi a F people, and 
on bis dwelling place. . , - 

Bu they mocked the Meſſengers of the Lord, and So 
an4 mifuſed bis Prophets, wntill the wrath of Eg 
people,till there was no remedy. | 

> 1 Thefl,2:15,16. 

{The Jewes kplled the Lird Feſws, and their own Prophets, and they have 
peefecuted us : and they pleaſe not God, and are contrary to all m® 

'Forbidding # to ſpeak to the Gentales,th at they might be "ſaved, to fill 

#p their ſin alway ; for the wrath is come upon theme 10. the utternwſs, 


**S Non eſt delicata'in Deum, & fcuraconfefrie* qui inime Selle u 
% nem ſuum fundere, Huron. | W es 


> _ By Nath. White, Paſtor of a Congres: Wl: Sam 1, Thands.. 


vF Publiſhed according to Order. 


F991, 2 London printed by Matth. Simmons in Alderlgate ſtreet. 56 
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TO THE RIGHT WOR SHIP- 


FUL CornEeLius HoLLAND, Eſquire, 


A worthy member of the Honorable Houle of 
Commons, Grace and Peace be multiplied, 


3.4 Ight honoured Sir,I bave but twothings to ſay unto you, 
be and [ bave doxe : 7 be firſt ts,wby I publiſhed this Ser- 
* mon: The ſecond, why 1 aedicated it toyour ſelfe, For 
the firſt, the Reaſons are of two ſorts z ſome negative, 
others affirmative. Negative, 1.1t is not any exalted 
thought of its worth or excellency that bath prickt me on to publiſh * Pſcitng 
tt « For, I look upon it a4 the off-ſpri''g of the weakeſt and anwor- 7oft fats ” 
thzeſt of thoſe that keep watch upon the walls of Jeruſalem, Nor i it. — 
it that 1 may uncover the Sepulchres of the dead,and repreſent their * ©4345 E 
exorbitancies unto the eye of the world,which have already come un- _ a” 
der the ſtrift examination,and (evere cenſure o] the righteous Fudge te er 
of all the world, * Affirmative, But, 1. that thus preſent, and ſuc- —_ ; 
ceeding Ages may ſee, that the corruptions of (hurch goverament, un di 
and G gvernours, wnhollea then in our land, and the corrupt ions of "e poteſt, 
Miniſters too much conntved ar, have been witneſſel to be unlaw- = ſ. 
full, by which it ſhall appeare,that the ſervants of the Lordbave not gradum, 
(through baſe cowardize) betrayed the cauſe of Chriſt, hut witneſſed v mporgy © 
the truth againſt his adverſaries. 2. That it may appeare how daw- — | 
geromw a thing it us toperſecute any for ſome ſmal deviation from the 1. quidy 
path payed byeAuthority : For,was not the chiefe thing for which 7 —_— 
ſuffered, rhe confounding of Biſl;ops and Presbyters? was it not for impugn 
affirming that they mere cju{dem dignitatis & poteſtatis, of the Tuk.33a 


” . 4 j I 2. 
fame dignity and power ? which was at .that time contrary to Law, Jy ate 
though conſonant to trath® , | - : 

a Ch 


omnibus, Math, 18. Joh- 20 21. 7, Duic ſuperioritatis inveftio brivmm r/o mox T 

pleudory iſcopns, pſeudarchiepiſca>0s & pſeudopatriarchas omnem Eccleſraſticam wuras ,ac tandem iphh 

cleſſamlabefatiavit,Bucan. Inſti. Theolog, de Miniſt. Loc, 42.p $07, 0 
0 A 2 Tet ©: 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Yet,who now ſeeth it not, who :ow confe(ſeth it n0t to be a truth 2 
ſothat tnnocent truth was then enforced to pat on the hatefull gar- 
ments of falſhood,and as ſuch to ſuffer: And may it not be ſo againgf 
caution be not uſed? O | that the conſideration of this very partt- 
cular might be a means of rendring our honorable and renowned 
Patriots (one of which you are) abundant tytenader in ſuch caſes, and 
ſedulouſly circamſpett that ſuch perſecution be ayoidea, leſt this Age 
andGovernment inſiſting in the crooked paths of the former, they 
both partake of the ſam rf not worſe plagues and judgments.z.That 
1 might vindicate mine innocency [rom the yulneratin.g talons of 
ſuch greedy Harpies as had [etzed on it at their will : For ſame there 
are*:z Summer I{lands,wbere now the Lora bath ſtretched the line 
q of my babitation, who having tranſported themſelves from our 
\ Iſlands butler to negotiate their affaires, and returning back to us 
' again, reported me to be a troubler of the place where 1 formerly li- 
ved, Now certain I am,1 never gave any juſt cauſe tobe ſo accouited 
of any,ſorepo;ted of by them : (or I neither have lent on uſury,nor 
15.1%. have men lent to me on uſury, as the Prophet [pake of h1mſelfe#; 
True it w,this Sermon I preache:'\, which I wyerily beleeve did trou- 
ble ſome,an4 for which I was troubled, but whether this will amount 
to ſomych as torender me 050x104 toſuch areport, of worthy to be 
accounted a man of ſtrife, and a man of contention, I ſtall deſire 
your Worſhzep to jurlgs when you hayereal it 

The ſecond thing 1s,why I gedrcated it to your ſelf: Reaſons there 
are many ; ſome are of publick , others are of prrvat concernment., 
T hoſe of publick concernment are ſuch as theſe: 1. You are one of 
thoſe worthies of whom it may he tru'y ſaid as it was of good Jona- 
- _ than,70 have wrought with Go at this time,and you bave wrought 
2 14.4.5 great ſalvation tn our Iſrael*, whichrenders you, with them, honou- 
Jo red in the hearts of my ſelf, and of all thoſe that feare the Lord: And 
ge you with them,are the more emine it in thisthat you have (ate out the 
wy - Apoſtaſies and anhappy fallings of ſo many (preſerved by the pow'y 
ht," of Chriſt of whom it may be ſaid as the Apoitle (aith tn another caſe, 
= They wext out from you, but they were not of you: for if they had veen 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of you, they wonl4 wo doubt bave continued with you : bat they went 
out rhat they might.be made mauifeſt that they were not all of 
youef, Kide on (wortby Sr, with the reſidue of thoſe renowned Sena- * 1 loh. wi 
tours) proſperouſly,becauſe of truth,and meekneſ1,and righteouſneſs, 
remembring and beleeving, thac when the great work of God is fint- 
ſhed,the names of thoſe {ball be ſought for, that have atted for him, 
and it [hall be ſaid, What hanour ana dignity bath been done to . 
Mordecai for this 8? You that work hoth for God and the (| ountry, 5 Helt, 6. 
ſhall be recorded bath tn the Chronicle of beave . and earth. 2. Let f 
it not be offenſive (1 pray) if I adde this bumble requeſt,as a ſecond 
reaſon of publick concernment: Tou with them, have been famors for 
your wiſlom,courage, je it ice,mercy, tn the vindicating your (ruil 
lawes, liberties, ec. yet let it not be grievous to yours and thery 
thoughts to ponder a little, why all the prayers, tears,and faſt ings in 
this nation, have not pierced the heavens,and quench'd theſe flames, 
wb jet nho knows how ſar they { ſprear,and when they lout? Touwnh 
them have broke the jaws of the oppreſſors,and taken the prey out of 
their teeth ; for which a (1 beleevwe) it bath pleaſed tie moſt high 
Go4 to ſet a guard (not only of tratned men, but ) of mighty Angels, 
to ſecure your /itting and the Citte, Oh | that there may be a leng- 
thening of Londons tranquillity,of Parliaments (a/ety,Ly mercy to 
the ore, Oh! or the Lords ſake,take heed of (041 yoaks, ſoxl-op- * Dan. 
preſs 10ns,le(t the poore cry, ond the Lord beare, he ſaying of the 
holy P rophert is worthy your (ad left and mo't er 19.4 deliberation, Fox 
the opp ſ<aon of the poore, for the hobing of the nee1y, now will I a- 

. riſe (ſuth the Lord) I will 'et him in ſa/e'y from him that puſfeth #., 
at h1m'. 4.:d if for 6he onpreſs1»1 of the out ward man how wacl more 'Phl.iz,g9 2 6 
for the oppreſe ton of the 11ward manythe (gul and conſcience? Thavye by. : 
done with publick rea/ons. Privat are (uch as co cern mine ewn yo 3 
particular enoagements, an4 they are, 1. To teſtiſie my grat"tude etl, b. 
and thanktull acknowledgement «ot onely of mary (more then mert- — 
tel) favours,conferret on me, vhich the grzat Gd will recompence memuria ja 
into your bo'ome with 1 \y1rtage, [ queſtion not : for Grd is not un-  - | 
a en lib de® 
righteous to forget your work (7 (abour of love which you bawe om: Benet, 
e 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| ed toward his Name, in that you have mini{lred ro the Saints, and 
2.6.10. doeminiſter” ; but al;o for that countenance which 504 were pleaſed 
; toſhew unto me, even ihen when I w3s ( for the preaching of this 
prates per- Sermon only, and for no other cauſe) under a bl-ck cloud® ; then 
| —_— and ſince, though the world bath looked upon me obltquely,and with ; 
fre,Dide--- fquint eye, as me wſe to ſay : yet have you (ever ſince I bad the bap- 
IE 740i, fe prneſſe tobe acquainted with you) retained (as better knowing me) 
$4 yo rJPe- candid and reipefifull thought; of me-, and though you have of late 
# quid been (ina kind) upbraided with it ®, yet I verily beleeve you ſhall 
heat -l 4 ever repent you, nor be aſhamed that youba ve owned me, 110 Hot be. 
ers 6. con- fore men, eAnd when you ſhall appeare in the upper world at the 
EN 22 a 7ritunall of God the Judge of all, you are not ignorant that the ſp;. 
-— -q Vina rit of glory (hall zeſt upon you, in that you bave not been aſhamed of 
© Znc; the chains and tonds of Chriſt in his Members,in bis Mojengers A 
is abi 2. And becauſe there were in the world, not only ("riticalenſurers, 
"Jobs eris, O- Cut malicious detraftors, nho fear not to ſpeak evillof good,( though 
<7 rms a wor be denounced 2gainit it P)1 have aſſumed bol1neſſe to ſheltey 
* Heb; buy this Opuſculum, (which (though little) may be of ſome uſe in the 
8. tkwcr. houſe of God; Etiam capillus unus babet umbram ſuam, ozehaty 
—_ © caſteth its ownſhadow) wnder your worſhips patronage ; beſeeching 
Rh.25. you (as Ruth did Boar in another caſe3)to ſpread your 5birt aver 
bf it. Thave ſaid nhat I bateto ſay touching my publiſhing this Ser- 
39 mon, and my dedicating it toyour worſhip. Hy prayer i* for you, 
"Dex'2 4nd your worthy conſort, and your bopefull progeny, what Pauls was 
= Þ1 n.1, 16. for the bouſe of Oneſiphorus r. that the Lord would grant unto 
p. you that you may find mercy in that gay : for ye oft refreſhed me. And 
2 in the interim; that you may be ſteafalt and unmoteable, alwaye ”"B 
bounding in the work of the Lor4,knewing that your labour ſhall not 
be in Vain in the Loyd. 


Yours bumbly devoted in him 
who 1s our all in al, 


Nath. WHITE. 
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TO THE CANDID 
and Ingenuous Reader. 


READER, 


> > Y buſineſſe with thee (ar this preſent) is ner 
YL ſo much to Courr thy favour, as to admoniſh 
thee : Fuſt, read, and then judge; * read ſe- 
rioufly, and chen judge uprightly : lc is the 
voyce of Heaven, of Chriſt himſcl:e, judge 
not according to the appearance, but judge 
righteous j:idgement*®, And this 1 defire for 
thine own g1od.; for raſh& unadviſed (noge- 
menr oftencimes more hurts che perſon judg. 
| ing, then the perſon ju'g:d 4. Now that thou 
moyft judge whether my(pretended )crime were anſwerable to the great 
cry;and,whart I merited,to. what | ſuffered: 1] ſhall p.eſemt thee with theſe 
enſuing conſiderations. 

Firſt, confider the place where I preached this Sermon, it was ar 
Oxford in the Liniverficie, i corona dofty ernud-iifqne wire ſtipa:d, in 
an All mbly ef lerrne and «kilfull men, wh'ch will ſomewhar Apolo- 
gize for ſore p Mages and cxpreflions otherwil: liable to ccnfure 

Secondly, confider the ground of my preaching it there.: It was 1e- 
quired by the Scar.res of che Univerficy , and. cherefore I may ſay of. all 
the enſuing troubles, thry were not unneceſſarily drawn + pon 
felfe, what | did was in diſcharge of ry dury , when called. unto is, 
which mclioraes my Cruſe. ard aggrrvares their finne who cet d 
that trouble uo me. The priviths g the ſervants ef the 1 ORD 
for ſpeaking truly, though boldly, woen called onto it Iawfully 5s 
a provoking finne , a finae of a_ deeper dic then thy were, or would 
be aware of , 

Third!y,confider rhe ſabje& marrer of it, it ji« th* P-ſfors Care or 
Chirge 4 that he ſh«-uld take '.cedto bimfelfe & R, 10 his Flock nexrs 
to him{lfe, that is ro his life, thar it bepwie; ro bis Doftrine, that 
it be fincere and inc: rrupr : To his flock, tharis rhe © h++-ch of God, 
wthac he buſt, feed x; lecondly, govern it; thirdly, defend it from foch 
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devouring Woives as would otherwile prey upon it. And all this, firſt, 
becauſe they are Bithops, oc Overſeers3 ſecondly. made (uch bythe holy 
Ghoſt : thirdly, becaule of the1excellency of the Guty, ir is to Feed : 
fourrhly, becauſe of che dignity of the flock, ic is the Church of God 
purchaſed with his own blou, Theſe things did flow (as | conceive) na- 
curally and withour ſtcaining, trom the Text ; theſe things were ſuirable 
to the quality of the Audicnce, theſe thingsI prefled (according tro my 
renuiry) apon the conſcience 3 the white at which I aimed, was Gods 
glory, the diſcharge of my duty, the information, reformation, and editi- 
cation of rhuſc that were before me. _ 

Fourthfy, conſider what was the iflue and event of my preaching ; 
frſt, in regard of the chiefe of them : ſecondly, in regard ot my ſelte. 
Fiſt, in regard of the chicte of them, eyen the ſame with thar of holy 
Steven; Whenthey heard theſe things they were cut to the heart, and 
they gnaſhed on me with their ceeth ®. * that is, they were killed with in- 
dignation, and {o impatient, that no ſooner was | come amongſt rkem, 
bur they ran upon me with one accord ; which verifies that of the A- 
poſtle : Tee ſte your calling, bre:brea, bow that not many wiſe men aſter 
the fifh--+- are calledY , Secondly, in regard of my icife, they denuun. 
ded my Sermon, commanded my ſtay in the Utverſiry ; -bour foure 
dayes afier, they {having throughly ſcanned each part and puce'l cf ir, 
fified my prootes, compared my quotations, totry it by any mean« pof- 
fible they could finde occaſion againft me ) convented me before them 
again intheir Pharus, cr high Tower , whe were preſent Mr. Vice- 
Chancellor, and fix * other Doors of Divinity, who havivg queſtio- 
ned with me abour the ſpace of ; hours , and received ſuch anſwers ag 
the Lord graciouſly (according te his promiſe) pur into my mouth; 
they {for a while ) diſmifſ-d me ; And whenthey had commanded, me to 
goe aſide ourof the Counce!l, they conferred ainovgſt themſelves (as 
afterwardsit appeared) ſaying,What ſhall we doe to this man? Andbe- 
ing convinced in their conſcience (as rhe iffue plainly ſpake) thar 1 had 
ſpoken nothing worthy of death or of bonds, nor oughtelic , that in- 
deed Cid deſerve cenſure , bur rather thankes and encouragemear frorfi 
them ; yer thar they mighr keep uptheir reputation, and that they mighe 
nor bfemiſh their judgements, ſo farre, as to be thought char they had 
queſtioned me de #ugh , they reſolyed (it ſhould ſecm by the ſequell) 
rorequire me palinodram cane'e thatis,in plain Engliſh, to recant, or 
rerra& what hai ſaid (an old ftratagem of Satan, if he cannor miſ- 
chiefe the fervan:s of rhe moſt High God, by keeping them from ſpea- 
king the truth , he will endeavour tedeſtroy them by rerraRing ir) or 
otherwiſe to ſuſpend me from preaching within the precinQs- of the 
Univerſity, Was nor this learnedly reſolved? If I wonld nut unfay 
whar 1 had ſaid, to pleaſe them, 1 ſhould ſpeak no more (within their 


Juriſdi&ion) re offend them. The ſnare being thus hid , the Beadle + 


Towſeth me once again totry if I would fall therein; bur blefſed bee the 
Name 


be Reader. 
| | 
| . 


Name of the woſt high/God, who ſtood by me, and gave me power, rcri- 
nendi animum mexicmyucy baſe teare and cowardize flew quite away, and . 
I was as bold ata Lion. 
When | was broughr into their preſence the ſeco 6 rime, the Vice- 
chancellour asked me if I were not canvinced of my errour? I re- 
plied, In what ? I told them that they had ſcanned every page and line 
of my Sermon, if chey couldſhew me wherein 1 had prevaricared , I 
would confelſe it *. Their anſwer was, that T might ere in point of dif- * Confound- 
' cretion, and tothar they came ar laſt (that I doe not nauſeam movere) ding of 6i- 
char ifI would depart, and within the ſpace of a fortnight ſend-irun- ©, . 
der my hand, that | had erred in point of diſcretion, it would have fari(- byters had 
ſed them, Was nor wine offence (thiokeſt chou Chriſtian Reader) ca» been beta 
picall, which ſuch a, ſacrifice ag this would have cxpiared * My anfwer objeted, to. 
was, Thar if they could eyince me to have erred in point of diſcretion, 1 which Lhad 
would confcfle ir, not otherwiſe. You (ſaid T)think it to be a point of anſwered,tha 
indiſcretion toreprove fin, being called thereunto, my judzement was o- ; p 
therwiſe, Hereupon they ſuſpended me from preaching within the pre- þ,, qe So: 
cin&s ofthe Univerſity. of God, En 
Thus farre (good Reader) thou haſt heard how the learned Rabbins confounded. 
of 0xfard have adtedtheir parts ; and how with the Pole axe of Suſpen» 4,0. ; 
fion they have knock'd a man on the head io kill a Fly lighting on his 
beatd- was this all? ſure it was enough, and more then enorgh : Bur, 
fe fate ſercbant, foir came to paſſe, that was nor all : For the little man, 
great in power, bur greacer in iniquiry , being Chancellour of 0x- 
4, and ha my Sermon ſenr him up for a preſem, with certi- 
fieare whar they of Oxford had done init, (as Dr. Pinch afterwards af- 
ſured me) he forthwith difpatched one of his Emifſaries with a Ciraci- 
on to ſiit#mbn"me'ro a before the high Commiſſioners, ho ha- 
apprehended me, he carries me away, keeps me- priſoner, (th: 
rr Ju. home mar fyaede his Lords pleaſure (fo ) was Vere. 
which after the expiation of three dajes was ſignified to be, that | ſh-u}d 
ſtand bonnd with rwo Subfidy men, to anſwer ro ſuch things as by their 
nterrog s they could pump out of me {fr that was their rightecus 
| inthe Common Court.” High it was indeed, and 
1 exceedingly, yea monſtrowlly, carrying -in irs very front the ]- 
of the beaſt ; Bur its pride hath caught a fall, andt hey who inic 
ont” are breughr l6w, andthe chiefe of them are brou2he 
to the ground, eyen'ro the duft ; the Lord hath ſtained'irs and their glo- 
ry, blefſed be His holy Namefor ever. The Lord (b/efſcd for ever) hath 
begar! ro ft A the grear work offalysrion promiſed ro his Church and 
praplabyeun et'1/aiah: In the Lords Mountain, viz, the Church, 
the Lords hand reſted, and Moab is troden down under him, ever 
as ſtraw is troden down for the dung-hill. The Lord hath ſpread our 
* his hands inthe midſt of then, a3 he thar ſwimmeth ſpreaderh forth -his 
Wikio frim; he hath brought down their pride rogether yo the 
| 2 poyles 
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oo ©" ſpayles bf their lands . And the Forrefle of 1 Fort of Hoabs 
. fey hath wy brought dawn, laid Jaye ropght ag he ground , ns 
416.26. 10, the duſt: Sothatnow the people of the Lord may ſoy.(yea ball hair 
11s  *  theyſay i not) Lo, this is our God, wehaye waited for hjm, and he bath 
? * , Gfavedus:thisis the Lord,we have waited for him, we will be glad and 
rejeycein his falyarion. bs 
Bur it may be (Reader) thou wiltdefire to hears the proceedings of 
thisgrande Courr,whoſe Moto was the fame with that of the Lions 
Den+-- % ulla retrorſum. In brief, it was aftcr this manner : Ar my firſt 
appearing no interrogatories were tendered unto me ; whether it was 
r Themiſt ocles becauſe the Spiders web was not yer woyen, the Cockatrice her egge 
poftulantii ſe" was nor yet hatched; or whether ic was that they might wear} me. our 
Samonidi, ut by dilatory proceedings,as their manger was, thar ſo they might he ber- 
ſententiam terbring ine totheir bow, know nor: Bur ar the ſecond time of my 
quandam inju- appearing, certain Interrogatories were tendered, their nutaber | haye 
ſtam ferret : now forgonen, for their nature I way thus divide them ; ſome were for- 
wneque twin mall, and of courſe; ſome were reall-and 10 the matter z ro both 
quit, Poeta by- ſorts, my anſwer was ſhort, yer ſuccint, anſwering the Incer- 
nus eſſes; ſ# rogatorics as face anſwers face in warer. I anſwered the formall 
pretes nume- Interrogatorics formally,and the mareriall Interrogacories, phtancall, 
THMCaneres, ' vis. that they were extraQtions our of a Sermon which [ had preac 
eque ego prin in the Univerſity, for which I had been convened and cenſured there; 
ceps probus, ſi and therefore was not, as 1 conceived, to give any further anſwecr , the 


contrafeges 122, Canon of our. Church providi no man, was to be troy- 
adcere. bled in two Courts for oe arndahe (cl ame * critne : for this was thecxy, 
luc.in Apo.» howjuſtly, I lexye it to thee to judge, when thou haſt ſeriouſly KT 
"Nec viſum Sermon, 
bominem nec This anſwer, Reader, was veryſhort, yet thou apes monger ro 
auditum dam- imagine how it troubled the Nerle-great man; Oh ! hee was chafed. ec. 
nare nefas wi ven as a Beare robbed of her Whelpy ro ſec his tr pg. turned agalak 
timum eſt; himſclſe , viz, rhoſe Canons which were at the firſt caſt, and afie 
Am.Marcel, mounted for defence of the power Hierarchical, ro be. iſcha 
libs, gednowagainſt ir, and him who ſtrequouſly foughrfor ic. Therefore 
* Nox quodip= the recs by his advice, (as the, ifſiic, w | prubably ſuggeſt) 
ſe nibil injuſte preſſed a larger anſwer, that ſo by ir ,zbey might have intangled me : 
facias, juſtus Bur in yain, was the ſnare, ſpread before Fat chizat pe hand 1 wou 
: e At re | 


eris proprerea, be broughtunts : and therefore the 4 
fs eos gui ab & was heard, ſofus and per e,' in th Kew, © the whole, Court. fa 
lis injuriam mae ab officio & Beneficao : Was not thi ve? Was 
patiuntur, ubj not this tobury a man before he was s dp ?. Andwere nor,the .rcſt, char 
ribj poteftas & were with him in a confederacy ? Ap 
| Ne this had rendered to the li] | iledge of 
. Procop. Aqddeto this, thatI had xendered to the lixde-greart manga priviledge of 
de bel.perg. theUniycrliry.with a peritian, the pirporr of, $a this,that « 
lib.2, whoſoeyer of the Univerſity 4tvjt conmirany crime Nay. jar 
quetionng 
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by a larger anſwer ſome — they thus hal'd it on. Burl Rill re- 


choyce cafily granted me, and thither I was going: But before I 
_ I defired iberry ts ſpeake.a few words in their cares; which being 
red, I ſpake unto them after this manner : Pay! pleaded his privi- 
before heathens,and obcrained ir ; and ſhall I plead mine before 
Coiftemend boduied ib) onla [— — 4 
ving ſaid, I rook aye,and was Parting : Butir pleaſeg.the good 
ve yo ious Lord God ro carry this appeale ſs home, and to . wn fo 
faſt,tharD. Duch cried our in the audience ef chem all, Stay, Sir, if you 
go©to priſon, you'l ſay you goe thicher for ing the priviledges 
w of the Univerſity, doe not we know what belongs to priviledges of 


me lluiverſity as well as you, and Ne ee nn 
a new debate,and by this means (through ofthe moſt high 


God) [ eſcaped the priſon,as Pax! did the whip upon che ſame plea *, A 
great mercy it was, and [ muſt — it 2 for the ſeaſon was hor, 
and the plague rife at that time. Thus this cruell generation having 
Nlain me civilly, they were in the high way of murdering me corporally 
alſo,by ſhucring me up in a cloſe priſon, in a hor and contagious time ; 
bur the Lord Sckenl prevented it,bleſſed be his holy Name for ever. 
Yer ſtill I remained ſuſpended, ſlain civilly, and thereby at once my ſelf, 
my deare wife, and poore children, deprived of all manner of ſubfiten- 
cy,and the Church of my Miniſtery, and 1 at lenge enforced to leave 
my deare and native Countrey, and toberake my lelfe into the remore 
parrs of the world,where the Lord was pleaſed (no thankarall to them) 
graciouſly ro make proviſion for me and mine t yet haye I ſeen the 1ord 
powerfully cauſing light ro ſhine our of thar darknefſe, which is enough 
ar once to encourage his ſervants, and to deter the adyerſary. Reader, 


thou haſt che Hiſtory, if after the duc conſideration of theſe things, thou 
ſecme 
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Take heed therefore wats your ſel bes, WHTto aff Fob | 
which the boly G boft bath made you. 0 v6r-ſe ij 7h ke 
Church of God, which be bath purebaſts wich bis. own 
Bloud, 


it ti] 
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a4 BIS cxcatielodd plainly divine Pa 
= of which we are (by Gods gracious -atli- 
ſtance) this day ty {peak » O yeer Fathers 
much'to be re »&Oyee my Boe» 


Se. Pals, which hemathe ritbb \Elderzaf 


= wR to the particular Explication of ityit isneceſiary that 
I et before youreyes'the occalion of the-words. i Ana{becaule'no- 
ching can'be found ro have beeh uttered talbly. and' unadviſedly 


byes Apoſtle ſoeminently gltwdy,! ſo. throughly:ſanRtified)' with. . 
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thier much to bereipetted in Ghriſt: Jer: 
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. Epbeſus, being afſembled at Hiletws, But 
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The Paſtors Charge and (ure. 


the good leave of this learned Affembly , that I 1ip up trom the 

ame'the Hiftory,that-ſo the cauſe which moved the Apoltle 

to urter rhele words,may thewir ſelfe as reſplendently as the Sun 
from under a cloud. '* , EE AS x 

"This bleſſed Apoſtle, the up-roare being 'ceafed, which Deme- 
tris had raiſed at Epheſus, having gone over Mzcedoniz, and ſome 
Cities of Greece, having alſ6left bebigd him Troar , where he rai- 
ws Etched, =—__4 (ſos, and itjlen, nd "ns and Tro- 

wh.atla e t0 M/t4, whither the Eld xs eſs bein 
called; i bw e's thew'ot his plrwhegrif ofas a _—_ 
them his awh tx 1 Fin. 
the care and alminiſtra he Chrtt ches;with a'vehement at- 
reſtation after this manner ſpakeunto them : 

Itis notneedfull,my beloved Brethren, that I rehearſe untoyou 
my candid {mrericy ig the bulipefſegf che Gulpel, yer your {elves 
areluculent and approved wityelſes of, my; conyerlation amonglt 
you,f after what manner T have been with you ar all feaſons from 
the firſt day that I cameinto Aſza, thatT have not hunted after po- 
pular applauſe and vain glory,neither in any thing have I ſought 
mine own profity bur: ſerving-thewjll ofthe Lord Jeſus with all 

ly ,a i Ct coin all integricy : I have pure- 
pre Goſpel, of Chialt toall Path pabiaty and, pri- 
Cind that f might tread Jathe holy Reps ofmy bleſſed Lord 
id Maſter (who that he might redeem and cleanie his Church, 
andeſtabliſhic againit the gates of hell, emptied himſclf,and hum- 
bled himſelf, and ſuffered ſharp affliRions, and a moſt bitter and 
deach Y have ſutleral-cizny ,and grievous things. of the 
'Conntreymen and Kinſmen, the ſworn enemies of the 
ar rhichJeuics that they mighe hinder the 
courle of the glow and that the grace of Chriſt mighe 
inzjo walk be. communicated to the Genriles by my Miniftery, 
taid ethges and fnares to intrapme,and with divers and ma- 
tribulations S&affiiftions, they affited me. All w 
noetibich tandingare fo farre unable to hinder me in my courſe of 
ing the Goſpel, or to beat me off fram my pucpole of ma» 
r __ Chriſt, chat _ boy free he body, | 
in ſþiric,{ will goeto being altogether igno- 
ſcthings which will hiatus * 


e foriimitgtiongahd commending ynto them = 
Mnofk 
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ing infornred by the publick teſtimony vf the holy Spiric; I'before- 
hand perctive that bonds and afflitions-doe abide me. 

ThisI am certainly perſwaded ofthis I contidently beleeve,nor- 
withſtanding I am not onely teady willingly to bands, 
but alfo to lay down my life, fo that I may tiniſh mycourſe; & the 
Miniftery which I have receivel1 of the Lord Jef. And'now behold 
I know,that yee all ew be hom I travegone preaching, ſhall ſee 
my faceno more; whereforel cake you ro record this day, that 
I am pure fron the bloud of all men, fork have ſhewed'co all, the 
ere way which leaderh ro lite.” And (thatno manimight plead ig- 
norance)I have made knvwn all the counſell of God, viz. by whas 
means it {ſeemed good unto him to fave mankind,and in like man- 
ner what is to be performed by thoſe who doe delire to perſevere 
in fincere affiance towards the Lord Jeſus. 

Moreover, I have fet my (elfe before you as 2n' example, by do- 
ing and ſuffering all things, that you mighe continue conſtanely in 
the purity ofthe Goſpel, and theretore the deſtruction of none can 


juſtly be charged upon me. 

Neither doe I willingly, and of mine own accord, ſuffer my felf 
to be plucked from you at this preſent; neither for feare 'of pecſe- 
cution doe I withdraw my felte, bur I follow the guudance of rhe 
Spicit of God,albeic ir be into certain &manifeſt danger of my lite: 
That therefore (my Brethren) which cannot be pertormed by my 
preſence, it is neceſſary that it be recompenced by your . 

Take beed therefore unto yonr ſelves, and to all the Flack , &6c.| that 
is, take heed that you be not wanting to yourſelves, look to it;you 
having put your hands tothe Plough, that you look not back; bur 
yuu that are Elders, to whom the care and charge of a multitude is 
concredited , beware yee that the falſe Apoitles doe not corrupe 


- yourſelyes,and poyſon theFlock which you have ſolemnly ander- 


taken to foſter and nouriſh,and that in the preſence of God and his 


holy Angels. 
I have with great ſincerity diſcharged that duty which was de- 
legated to me by the Lord, doe yee with the like diligence, and 
with thelike integrity, purſue the careofthat flock over which the 
holy Ghoſt hath made you Biſhops, 7. e. Overſeers, that yournſni- 
ſter unto the ſheep of Chriſt wholſome food in due ſeaſon,and that 


you ſhew yourſelves to be true Shepheards , carefull Paſtors: to- 
| B 2 wards 
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I, 


2, 


wards'the Congtegation. of -God, not hirelings, not devouciug 
Wolves ; which congregation, {inceit hath been {to deare to God, 
that he hath redeemed ic with the precious blow of his. only /be- 
gorter) Suuntyit is nor negligencly-to-be cared far of you, neirh 
{hontd-any-ſuck-taCt at any me be wi by _ ola 112 
chandize of (fo greatiprice thould periſh chrough: yuur carcletn 
and neg; igence« went 1 £5:g ; 

Yee ſer. (welbeloved Fathers and Brethren), whither the worgs 
(atthe.firſt bluſh.) Ivos, what the dvitt and.ſcope,'of zhem 18, * viz 
that, che Guardians of the Chucch ſhould wich all potlible care 
take heed both £6 theth(elyes, and to all the flock of Chrilt. This 
is that which I could wiſh from the very ground of my heart might 
take place in our age, in which a very evill cuſtome of negle& 
of themſelves and the Church of God, hath gocten fuoting, 5: ang 
from-day-to dayylike a Gangrenc ro rb jand 1 2 
would-ro God(as Bernxd hath it inbis Sermon co.che Miniſtery of 
his time) chat the Paſtors ofthe Church could be found as diligent 
to oye their Charge,as they are prompt and ready to. make halt co 
the Chaire :ſikewiſe,tbat they, would warch, diligently and care- 
fullykeepingahe Chu,ch commirredunco, ghem, yea. verily, that. 
they would warch for themſelves; andithat they would nar ſuffer 
that to be faid of them which the Plaluilt long ſince hath ſaid, 
249 lovers and my friends ſtad alooje froxa my ſoaxe , this is a moſt, juſt 
complaint, neither can i mare juſtlybg applied to any age,then to 
ours, Thus he, whick, would to, God my .xveake labuurs migar 
beavailablaro pecfwade this venerable Aﬀfſembly ro avoid , and to 
yeeld obedience to the charge of the Apolic ; which if it ſhal come 
to paſſe, (tuffer me, O yee my Brethren, 10 intreat this art your 
hands)-I-ſhall obtain my delire :, Bur ifir {hall fall our otherwiſe, 
(but farre beicifrom me that I {bould be fore-ſtal din my opiniun 
concerning you)-1 ſhall bewaile my labour and travel ſpent in vain. 
Bur to the purpule. 

This Text may worthily be fiiled,TheP sſiors Charge 2nd Caregin 
which you may obſerve theſe enſuing parts, 

.. The fiſt of which is the Charge-ir ſelfe , the attention that 
ought co bein Paſtors, inthefirſ word of the Text, Attendite, be 
yee attentive,or heedtul], Take yee beed. 

- The ſecondis theextent of this Charge , of this Attention, 

how 
Ee 


- t 


how farre ir reacheth z and to whom, To your ſelves, and to all the 
Flock. ; 

a third is the intention of this Charge, ofthis Actentiog (ag: 
we ſpeak ia Schools) chatis,, with what Arguments. the Apaltle; 
doth incend,rhar is, doth make this their atrencion more attentive, 
with which he dth ſtretch or ſtrain their attention to the yery 
height,and they truly are fuure. 

The firſt isthac buad and cie that. is upon them in. reſpe& of the 
Flock which they have the charge and overiight of, they are made 
the Overſeers of it, the care of icis commirted peculiarly to them, 
and they have ingaged theirfaich that they will look unto ir, they 
are Lithops, or Overſeers. 

The ſecond is, Thae they haye nor been called. cothis Ochce by 
mortall man.onely , byc by. che holy GhoRt,,.Uzer zbich tbe baly 
Ghoſi bath m ide you O: erkers . ; , 

The chird is, That ic is no common honour which is vouchſa- 
fed unty them, it is the governing, or the teeding of the Church of 
God, To feed the Church of Gol. | 

The tourth is, Thar che Lord hath ceſtificd by . an excellent ex- 
ample,in what price and eteem he hath the Chusch,He bath redee> 
med it with bis own bloxd. Theſe are the pares. 

Now, (houid t pedk of all theſe things at large; a river of Twllies 
. eloquerice wou!d nur ittffice, I will therfore wich Hierome imitate 
thuie who duedelineatt the va't circu nterence of the earth-in a 
linlke TableglT will preiencunco yorr things ſhadowed, nor expre(- 
{d, which whilit (according to my ability) I doe endeavuur to 

erforme , doe rhou who fitteſt npon the Throne, and thou, O 
Lamb, the Off-ipring of D.wvid,, who onely wait worthy ro take 
the ſealed Book, and to open ir, open the eyes of thy (eryant, 
firecch turth chy hand unto him,dire his mind, that'he may fee 
ſomething in theie myſteries , and may draw it forth tothe glory 
utthy Name, and to the protic of thy Church. Amer. 

Attend yee, or take yee heed,&c.| Who are theſe Tee that arc here 
meant ? They are the Biſbops or the Presbyters, thatmuſt be thns 
attentive : rur thoſe whom hecallech E/ders jn the 17. veiſe of this 
Chaprer, he callech che very lame pertons B:ſbops in this verſe, {45 
Lorin * hath oblerved ) and Orcamenizs Þ teacheth, that in the 
New Teltament che names of B:ſops aud Prertyters are taken pro- 

miſcnouliy, 
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_— to whom Hierome, Chryſoſtome, L;ranus , Cartbuſianus, 
Hugo, and many others give cheir conienc. So then yee lee by this, 
that none are exempted trom this care, whoſoever they be that are 
Paſtors of the Church of God', they mult attend, they muſt rake 
heed;whether they be Biſhops or Presbyters, to feed the Flock of 
Chriſt. 

Hereis great need of attention,that wemay underſtand what the 
Apoſtle intendeth (faich Lorinus) and-moſt truly doth he fay fo, 
becauſe there is hardly a. verſe interceding, in which he doth nor 
inculcate and ingeminare the fame thing, In the 3 1. verſe, he faith 
- therefore, Be yee watchfull, which is, as if he ſhoul1have ſaid, I 
 daegive youto underſtand again and again, that the buſinefle you 

havetaken upon you, is a bulinefle hard and dithculc , a buſineſle 
thatdoh require attentive cares, watchfull eyes; attentive cares, 
and therefore attend yee; vigilant eyes, and cherefore watch yee : 
Neither, wichout doubr, were cheſe things uttered ra(hly and in- 
conſideratly : the Apoſtle ſaw, without peradventure, ſomeſuch in 
Afia, as we may ſeenot a few in England, who waited on their 
office eicher very remilsly, or not with that cheerfulnefſe and ala- 


crity as they ſhould havedone 3 therefore he exhorteth them to at=- 


tend,or give heed, Take beed. ; 

But (to ſpeak the truth, and as the thing is) the Latin word At- 
tendite, which fignifiech to attend, doth not facisfie me in all 
things, the word in the (originall-is more full zpooiyere, which 
ſounds as much in Latinas Adbibite,lay to,or apply, apply to your 
ſelves, toyour Flock. But what nut chey apply? Why, doubt- 
leſſe , ſeeing there is nothing concluded, certainly the Apoſtle 
would beunderſtood to ſpeak indefinitly,npent;an,vir,yrous. ons, 
eri:.daery, that is, apply your wig eyes,your minds and foul, 
all your care and diligence. From whence doth ariſe the firſt con- 
ſefary, or doQtrinall conclulion, which is this : 

That anidle and ſluggiſh life doth no way become the Paſtors of the 
Church of God. 

The Apoſtle affirmeth thus much in the word attendite, attend 

ye, or take ye beed; for this word attend, is an operative word (as 
the Lawyers ſpeak)a word that imports labour and induſtry;whence 
it i8 inoſt cleer and conſpicuous,that ir becomethnot the Shepbeard: 

ot Gods flock tolive ſupinely,or to paſſe away their dayes _— 
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fully:and 'unproficably; bur ro apply themſelves with all care and 
diligence -ro the diicharying of their duty: When Chriftſent out his 
Diſciples, what did he ſay unto then), 2% ſoeps Play, take your exfe ; 
live' delicately? nothing letle, bat Go,'® reach yee, teach all nations, © Matth- rg. 
and baptize them : And againe, teach them to obſerve all things that 1 *Þ ** 
bave commanded yow, vgdy iyey inrovon, it is a fartbfu'l ſayng, (aich 
the Apoſtle, He that deſirerh the '4 office of a Biſhop, defireth a gnod 
work; if the office 'of a Biſhop be a good'work,'then the Biſhops ©: Tim 3.1- 
ought to be labourers, not loyterers; how'therefore (faith © Bez.2 © 24 cunder = 
upon this place) can flow bellies, idle droans ufarp the name of /ocuan. 

I without ſhame and bluſhing? Let them heare, yea, I wonid 
0 God they could heare Bernzrd thundring againftthe idle Pzſiors 
of his time; ! S; quis ladat inCihedra, lugebit tn Gebemna, it any f In Et. ad 
will play in the chair in his charge, he ſhall weep arid wail in hell. H<n;Scne- 
Bur 1 proceed, he that will reade Pazls Epiltles ro Timothy, thall ccnſem, 
finde abundantly this truth confirmed in 2 Tzm-4. v.'5.hethus faith, 
Watch thou in all things, endure «fflifions, do the work of an Enange- 
liſt,-mke full prosf of thy Miniſtery : And "again; 8 :Srudy' to fherp £2 Tim,.1 9, 
thy ſelf approved nnto God; a workm mthat medeth not to beaſbamed, 
rightly drviding the Word of trith. | 
i Burdid not & Pad{as ic is reported of the Scriber arid Phariſees ) 
binde grievous burdens, and hard to bebDom,/and hy them on the 
ſhoulders of 7imothy, he himfulf reflifing' ro touts them with the 
eaſt ofhis fingers? No verily, he wis Þ in labburs more abun * 2 Cor. 11, 
dant,in journeying often,in wearinels, & painfulneſs,in watching * 3 20,0 
ofren; he went from eiry tocity,from countrey to countrey;labou- 
ring- and ſweating in the pronutgarion of the Gofpell ; ſo'thar 
from 4 Feruſilem romd abour unto HWyrienn hefully preached the TRom,15. 19. 
Goſpel of Chriſt: But what do I (peak'o6f Px! 2 when as thegreat 
Shepheard, the Prince of P:ſtors,long, fince, breathed forth this no- 
eable ſaying,Oporter me” »perari, * T muſt work the work ofhim that » Joh. 9. 4- 
fentme, whilleR ic is day : If theit there heanieceffity of the 1, 
working, itisa hg A ack ning the fecvanc tobe idfe; 

Would to God you would ferionlly po 22 and wetgh this do- 

Qrinall concluſion, ye flouriſhing and renowned" Academians ; I 


' am{deceivedit irwould not fotnewhat rerard Four wi ard. to. 
Fa 


te the verticall point of Ecclettafticall honottt and ptfermen 
wayld not haften with fomuch boldngF and atacriry ty livgours, 


— 
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ke were {enlible that they were burchens , truly you|would. be 
_afraid ohbeing preſſed above meaſure , . neizhet, would you with 
. ſuch labour, and ſo great danger afte&X the ornaments of honour 
and dignicy. If thou hadit known, ſaich Chryſoſtome in his third 
Homily upon the As of the Apoſtles, that a Biſhup vught to carry 
the burdens of all,wichour doubt yuuwould not at any time make 
{uch haſt ro the Primacy, or co any place ot rule andauchoriry.Bur 
. woe and alas,,,the meditation of this. burden {lips oue of mens 
minds, whilſt every one (as Arg ine eloquently ſpeaks) thus dil- 
courſeth with himlelfe, What doch this appertain Gato me? Ler 
every one doe whathe will, ſo long as I ſhall enjoy the profit, reap 
the benetir, chis is enough for me, bet the Church. goe whichec ir 
will. May icpleaſe youto heare what chac pious and devout re- 
former ot manners witcily though tartly caft in the teech of -his 
own age, Meneye the glory onely (faich he) bur look not at the 
penalcy : In he Clergy (faith he) in every place, men of all (ors, 
[young and vid, learned and-unlearned, make haſte theicares of 
the Church, as if every, one of chem (hould live withuur.care, 
when he is come toa place of thegreatelt care. | 
Doe you mark what the Oracle of his time, Bernard, faith? 
would to God this were nat the diſeaſe of our age,there is 4 ſort of 
dainty delicate Paſtors,who will ſeek and ſue for, tat Beneticesgthat 
they mayattirethemſclves gorgeoully,live idlely; there is a ipre al- 
ſo, who being conſecrated ro God, doe devote themlelves to Bac- 
chyus , the por.and the. pipe are oftner in their hands then their 
books , and is, is farce more pleaſure unto thera to pipe then to 
preach. Thereis a {orc of lazy, Shepheards, who have more. re- 
£57 pO: ak to-their.qwnskinne, then to the ſoules of their own Flock. 1 
WARE thet < Jainly wichour gluzing, as heretofore that faich- 
| | Counſalor id above mentioned. - 
| Nevervhelelle, ad Roch and Fathers, f yeleoch = _ 
"ur ſelves to be ſomewhat wrought upon,to be fomewhat ſtirre 
ad: moved by this that I have (pohen how evex mean and, tunple 
itmay ſeemto be; the Lions ih; nſelves fleeping,. are wont ty be 
excited by the ſtinging of the lictle Gnats. Is this the attention 
(chiak you, that God xequireth ? 'Tis a God wuly, bur, *tis the 
elly cheir Godyamoſtflkhy and diſhoneſt mage tremble co 
ſpeak the reſt, notwithfanding T mult ſpeak it, tale, whe mas 
| their 
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their belly theic God,they glory in their ſhame, and their! end- is 'Phil. 3.19. 


deſtruftion,ſfairhche Apoſtle. Is chis a time (Men, Brethren, and 
Fachers)of ſporting and playiag,of living in delighe and pleaſure? 
Behold two'cruell enemies are at hand, everratthe doore, _ 
inuponus ; namely, Impiety and Superſtition, and doe we fit ſtill 
together with folded hands? or rifing, doe we through our carele(- 


nelle and negligence open the gate to an enemy _ in upon us?” 
0 


Our great Lord and Maſter, that great Houſholder of the world, 
being to goe farreaway, and to ſeek an eternal Countrey,and ever- 
laſting Kingdome for himſelfe and us, he gave unto every one of us 
one Talent at the leaſt, & faid, Negotiamini dum venio,occupy till I 
come ; he hath commanded us to occupy, not to live rivtoully,and 
wagconly. Bar'is this (according to the command of pur -Lord 
and Maſter)to occupy, to ſeek our own profits, our own pleaſure, 
to give our mindes to eaſe and reſt, to fancy and favour filence ? 
Theſe are foule filthy Napkings in which we have flothtully laid 
up _ Talents, which ſhould, rather have been kired cur ito the 
Bankers. (6.4 IL wrt) ut | 
But thus much let us know, the Judge of Heaven and Earth will 
oneday come again, and will call us coanaccaunt : for if we ſhall 
give an account for every idle word, then why not foridle lilence ? 
as Ambroſe hath acutely ſpoken: ' what theng miferable wreiches'z 
ſhall we tegeft or anſwer?” where ſhall-we appear '{Ungracions 
ſervantÞs a terrible ward,bue | bring him and {lay him before- ny 
face] 5 tarre more terrible: Wherefore my belyved brethten,let i 
be lawtull for me to increat you, yea, to adjure yow-by your &wne 
ſoules, by 'the bowels and woands'of -Olirift; 'by the terrible 
judgement feat before which! ene Hay we muſt aH:appeire, tobe 
willing to adorn and perfe& your Minifteries with holy labou- 
rings and workings. Take heed to your ſelves and to the Flock, 
preach the Word, bein harris; out-of ſealbn,reprove, re- 
buke, ethort with ep Rates //tet everyman 
fudy to fhew-himlf co:God aworkinaveharneecdeth not 'to'be 
aſhamed, righe]y dividing thewerd of truth.” O' moſt 'fweet and 
ſoul-raviſhing vcice, in compariſon of which the heavenly harmo- 
ny teſelfe.is earth ahd vouitable, Boba5ksthim zoed” and fairbful 
ſervant, thou haſt been faithful in a little, I vill oakdet (ret vitlen wer 


. 


Much, ener 'thowe-into the" yoy- of * thy Alafter."Ownybrechren, _ waly 
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ſeck tobe partakers of this voyce, let us ſue for it importunately,fer 
us work the things which: God: commands, and God will czowne 
the things which-yre have wrought. h 
And this ſhall ſuffice to have been ſpoken as concerning the Pa- 
ſtors care, namely his Attention : Ic followes now. that we paſſe 
to the Extent of this Attention ,, to-whom and how farre it rea» 


Take heed to your-ſelver, take heed to the Flock : To the Flock, that 
it be-not ſeduced ; ro your (elves, that yee be not puniſhed : buth 
to your-lelvesandthe Flock, that yee fail not,thatyee fall not from. 

| the ſoundandright way, faith Aretivs moſt excellently upon this 
" &tixs in place: ® Afim and inglcr is- ſufficient for others,. a double 
iacum, careis requi oy holy Apoſtle would-have you tg. be- 
attentive to-your ſelves as you are Chriſtians, tothe Flock. as you 

are Paſtors;to both as .you are Overleers ; bue firſt to.your ſelves: to. 

our ſclves, for unleſſe you take heed co your ſelves, who {hall rake 

heed unto you?- For who ſhall keep the. Keepers ?: Or, if the 2/2 

hve liſt its ſxvoxr, wherewith ſhall it be ſerſoned®- Toyour ſelves,bs- 
cauſe he that will not.take heed to himſclfe, will never rake care for- 

the Flock ob-Chriſt;- and-who will commit another mens to him 

that isnocfaichfull in his owa ? Chriſt ſaid unto Peter watching, . 

When thowart converted, ſtrengthen thy brethren. This is Chriſts- or-- 

der, firſt he would have him to take care of himſelfe , and co his 
own-converlion 3 When thus art converted, afterward he would. 

have this. his care to extend it ſelf to orhers alſo , ſtrengthen thy bre- 
tbren.. Alictle after Chriſt aich-eo Peter, being halfe aſleep, Simm,, 

ſleepeſt thou? namely thou, who@duty it is to give heed to others, 

to awaken others, do thou ſleep 2 doſt thou not take heed unto- 

_ This ſeemed to Chriſtto be abſurd and foolith; and rru>- 

y ſoit | 

Whereforefirſt of all; let it be your care torake heed to yous- 

your Doudtrine : To your life, that-ft be undefiled, to your Do-. 

Arine, that it be uncorrupted;to bothythat they be fincere and na 

way polluted. 
Henee there ari{eth a ſecondConſeQary,or Dofrinall Conclu- 
| fion ,. whbich-is this: ' 

a Concluſion: That abwagdgnce of care and circumſpetFions; tobe bad, that the _ 
ora, 
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tors of the Church of God doe keep themſelves holy an4 undefiled, as well 
in their lives a in their Dofirine; in their life, that it be not cont ami» 
nated and defiled with the blots of finne and wickedneſſe ; in their Do- 
Grine, that it be not corrupted with errors,or any deceitfull impoſtures. 
We have here a large field to walk ingbut I will run over it with 
as much brevity as poſlibly I can. 

Firſt of all, the Paſtors of the Church of God muſt take heed 


with all care and watchfulneſſe, that their life be holy, and with- 
aireth in every Paſtor. He that 


out blame, which the Scripture 
will but read St. P.als Epiſtles to Timothy, ſhall find this ſufficiently 
confirmed *. A Biſhop then muſt be blameleſſe, ſober, of good be- 


haviour, not given to wine, no ſtriker, not greedy of filthy lucre, 
but patient, not a brawler, not covetous. Moreover (faith the A- 
ein the 7,8 )be muſt b.zve a good report of them which are without, 
ſt be fall into _—_ and the ſnare of the Devill. And in Chap. 4. v. 
12 of the ſame Epiſtle, he faich, Be thaw an ex of the beleevers, in 
word, in converſion, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. And in 
his Epiſtle to Titw he thus ſpeaketh:For 2 Biſbop ® mnueſt be blame- 
leſſeg #s the Steward of God, not ſelf-willed, not wot groen to wine 
not ſoon angry,&c. But what ſhould I dwell any longer on a Do- 
Arine ſoclear & peri{picuous?-God when he did forbid any of the 
ſeed of Aaron having any blemiſh, to ? approach neere to offer 
the bread of the Lord : when the Lord did command that 
q Hilineſſe to the Lord (ſhould be ingraven on the fore-front of the 
Mitre, that it might be upon A.zrons forehead ; and when that he 
did ſtriftly charge that they ſhould be * cleane who did beare 
the veſſels of the Lord : he did then and there clearly demon- 
ſtrate that ſanAimony and holinefle of life which he to 
ſhine in the Paſtors of the Church, as the Sunne in the fir- 
mament. 
Neither doth this truch want reaſon, for that God (whoſe they 
are, and whom they ſerve) is holy, his eyes are pure, and he can- 
not behold evill, neicher will he look on iniquity, as the 
Habakkak ſpeaketh * : therefore the life of Palitors ought to be 
purged from all the filch and pollution of finne, otherwiſe it will 
impoſſible for them to appear before the Lord with acceptance ; 
for which cauſe the Apoſtle exhorteth ro * follow bolineſſe, without 


which no man ſball ſee the ſace of the Lord. The office of a Paſtor re- 
C 2 quireth 
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fireth holinef, yea an Angelicall purity and pecfe&ion , faith 
4 Bellarmine exceltently. : | ” 2” 
Furthermore, there is a neceſſity that that hard ſhould endea- 
vour to be clean, which will wath off che tilch of others, leſt in 
Kead of cleaniing,it doth more defile the chings ic couchech, it lelfe 
ing po!Juted and defiled. Hencetherefore is it laid by the Pro- 
het, *- Be yee'clemm whodue bear the weſſels of the ard. For they bear 
thevellts of the Lord, who doe take upon them to bring the tous 
of their neighbours co the everlaſting holy habications in the cruſt 
and credit of their own converlation. Let them therctore ſe- 
rioully perpend and confider-with themielves (laithi * Gregory no- 
tably ) how clean and holyrhey ought ro be who doe carry the 1i- 
ving veſſels of the Lord unto the Temple cf eternity in the boiume 
of tlieic own ſtipulation. 
In thelaſt place, the houſe and converſation of a Biſhop, (bei 
faced as a mirroar on a warch+coryer) is the Lady and Miſt rel 
of publick'dilcipline, ſaith Hierom:. Lux gregis eft flumma Paſtoris, 
the bright burning of che Shepheard is the light ot che flock ( laith 
Gregory.)Lee are the Y light of the world, 2 Citie ſet 'upm a hill, (gich 
6ur Saviour to his Diſciples. Ic isas much as it Chriſt had faid, 
Since thatyou are clearly and-phainly to be ſeen , and that afarre 
cf, (like a ſtarely and iwcll builke'Pyramis, or as a Candle burning 
in a Cand'eſtick) agreatneceſhty licth upon you that you be ſer- 
viceable as well to the eyes of all thar ſhall flow unto y uu for imi- 
tation , asto their eares for inſtruction. Whenthe Pillar * of the 
Cloud went rightforward, the people of Iirael weat forward 
bat when that did again ſtand Ri!l, the Congregation reſted : fo at 
the beck and rebeck of every aCtive Chriltian,all things are done by 
thoſe that are his ſubjes and followers: This was the cauſe why 
God commanded that the Captaines and Leaders of the-people 
ſhculd go forth to the battel at the firſt found of the Trumper,thar 
ſo the Trco7s of the mixt multitude might follow after them ( as 
their fore-runners ) 
| Therefore yee ſee (my beloved brethren) that abundance of 
careand circumſpeCion mult be had, that the Paſtors (being the 
Captaihs and Leaders of the people) may lead a lincere and unde- 
filed life, leſt that they drive them that wander into by-parhs, and 
deadly precipices, and ſo make theinſelves guilcy of their o_ 
wW 
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which they ſhould reduce from theic wandring , with their Shep- 

heard Scatfe and Crook, into the Kings high way, the way of life 
andfalvation. To this purpote ſpeaketh Gregory excellently, ® Ler * p2p. cara, 
the Paitors learn to give themſelves examples of living well, to part. 
thoſe that are commitred ro them: for they ought to know, that if 44n0:i, 
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at any time they ſhall perperrate corrupt and filthy things, they are 


' worthy ot io many dcathe as they doe give examples of deſtrudti- 
"on and perdicion to thoſe that are their followers;from whence 


there is a neceſity that Paſtors and Miniſters ſhould keep them- 
ſelves ſo much the more warily from treſpaſſes and finnes, in fo 
much as they doe not only dierhemſelves by the evill things which 
they doe commit, but alſo are guilty of the deach of their ſouls, 
'which by their evi:l examples they have deſtroyed: 

If then the matter be ſo (my reverend Fathers and Brethren in 
Chritt)hence firſt we may learn how unworthy they are ot the 
Office and honour of a Paſtor, who live wicxedly, and who doe 
tumble and wallow in che filth and mire of linne and wickedneſſe, 
In ſacfeicing and dranketneffe, in chambering and wantonnefle, in 
ftrife and envying ; how dare ſuch men as the.c take upon them to 


declare the righteoulefle of the Lord ? How dare they take his 


word intotheir impure mouthes, when as chey have hated co be 
refortried, and have caſt his words behind their bacis ? With what 
face doe men of chis ſtamp rafhly ſer npon the holy things of God, 
and handle them (as they ſay) wich unwathed hands ? when as 
David a moſt holy Prophet of God,would not compaſſe the Altar 


of Jehovah,before h- had waſhed his hands in ® innocency;thac is, * Pal, 24, 


(as Calvin interprets it) before in thecommon uſe'of holy things, 
he had ſ:parated himſelf: from wicked chings. Are theſe meer ft:c- 
ceffors of the Prophets and Apoſtles, who are called Hy aen of 
God, not onely by reafon of divine infpirarion, bur alf:> for the ho- 
linefle and integrity of lite, by whict'they ſhined as glorioutly in 
the Orb of the Church,(as the Sanneinits proper O: bYexpre'iing 
by their unblameable manners, and by cheir holy convertation, 
thelife of crue and pure religion in which they had in(trufted o- 
thers? Alas! in no wiſe ought theſe fo be eſteeme1 firto rake the 
places, or fill up the roomes of fuch holy men of God. It any of 
this ſort due heare me this day (Men, Brethren, and Fathers) 


whicGod forbid , Iwill (wich your good leave) propoſe a as 
Conlt- 
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| * 8 Conſige- 
vation. 
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Conſiderations, to which if they will lend a diligent care 
ſhall be able (the grace of God helping and affiſting wenn 4 


= to bid farewell for everto their old and wicked courſe of 
Theficſt of which is this, the wicked and prophane life of Pa«- 
ſtors defiles the very face of God with filthineiſe and uncleanneſſe: 


"Thou which teacheſt another, teacheſt thue not thy ſelfe * Thow which 


preacheſt a man ſhould not fieale, drft thou ſteale f Thou that ſxyeſt « 
1.41 ſhould not commit adultery, doſt thou commit adultery ? Thou that 
makeſt a boaſt of the L aw, through breaking of the Law diſponoreſt thou 
God? © What followeth ? For the name of God is bliſphemed 

the Gentiles through you, as it 1s written. Thus holy Pal, in his E 
filtle ro the Romans. Hearken to this Men, Brethren,and Fathers, 
the Miniſters of the Goſpell wallowing in the mire of finnes, doe 
pollute the glorious Name of God, and ſhall cheſe eſcape unpu- 
niſhed? No , by no means, unlefle they repent they ſhall pe- 
riſh for ever. Who ever ſhall eſca mg or furure wrath of 
God almighty, they moſt y ſhall undergoe the ſame. Tru- 
ly, thisis a terrible concluſion ; yet hath ic in it no more terrour 
then truth: For God will be ſanQified in thoſe that come nigh 
him, that is, either a&ively or paſſively, as he hath witneſſed of 
himſclfe, I will be ſandified (faith he) in them that come nigh me, Le- 
vit. 10.3. thatis, I will openly declare and make known the glo- 
ry and holineſſe of my name, by ſharply puniſhing thoſe Miniſters 
that doetranſgrefſe my commandements. 

A ſecond conſideration isthis, the wicked and prophane life of 
Paſtors doth wound Religion; for as the wicked lite of the ſonnes 
of Eli, gave occalton to the people to 4 abhorre the ſacrifices of the 
Lord; ſo the impious and nefarious lives of our Miniſters, give oc- 
cafion to the malignant of ſcandalizing Religion. Wherefore for 

jons ſake, leticneverbetold in Gath, nor publiſhed in the 
ſreers of Aſcalon, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel doe live unholi- 
ly, leſt peradventure the daughters of the Philiſtines rejoyce, leſt 
peradventure the daughters of the uncircumciſed triumph, and by 
this means at length conceive ſome hope in their minds, that our 
Religion by this y blow being fhrewdly wounded, it may in 
ſhort time languiſhand dic, and that our of its aſhes Phaornix-like, 

the Roman Monſter may again arilc. _ 
c 
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The third conſideration isthis,the wicked and profane life of Pa- 
ors doch ſeduce the flocx: H-nce excellently Berz2rd-in his Sermon 
to Paitors, That which Hereticxes do'by cheir corrupt do@riner, 
the ſame doe many now adayes by their wicked.examples,namely, 
they ſeduce the peopl-, and lead into errour; and by ſo much 
the more pernitious a. ethey-then heretickes, by how much works 
are of moxe valuethen- words, and men are more led by praftice 


then by precepts. To this purpoſe ſpeaketh Leo: Plenis on m_ | 
reac 


voce docetur, teaching by example and praftice, is a more 

ing then teaching by precepts. Suitable to thisisthe ſaying of N- 
zianzen, He which teachech holy things and liveth filthily , he 
builds. with one. hand that which hee pluckes downe with anv- 


ther. 

The Greek Scholia tothis purpoſewittily hath conduded, that 
as exemts, fo inrwr@ is uled not atively onely, but paſſively al- 
fo; would co God you.would diligently conſider this (Fathers and 
Brethren ) ye are Di aQively, that is, Overſecrs; and: paſſive- 
ly, chac is, ſpeQacles, at once to be Overſeers of others, and. to be 
{cen of others; for the eyes and faces of all arerowards you, all, in 
your Doftrine, liſten well unco you all, in your lite,, have their 
eyes fixed on you, ſo thatif any amongſt you doth give any exam- 

. _ evill, if any among you 4" wi a ſwearer, if any - = 
alſe ſpeaker, a perjured perſon, if any be ariotousperfon, an 
rer , if any. of you bea dicer,, or a huckſter of Benefices, the cx- 
ample ſpreads farre, and-prefently,ic is in the mouthes of the peov 
ple, tooaptto be imitators.of ſuch- things, this our Biſhop fre- 
quently doth, chisour Miniſter commonly pratiſeth, certainly a- 
n (chang offence committed by youyill wonderfully.encourage 
9 rts, and ſtrengthen the hands of wicked men in their evill 
cauries. 

The fourth is this, The wicked. and. prophane life- of Paſtors 
deſtroyeth themſelves : Hence*ic is that venerable Bede thus ( 
eh, which endeavour to reach. others a rule whicts 
have not learned themſelves, doe not prepare a ſanftuary. for. the 
Lord,but ruine & deftruQion for themſelves. And Gbryſoſtom laith , 
A Door of the Church by preaching well & living. ill, ceacherh 
the people how they ought to live, teacherh God how he ought ro 
eondemnehim. A certain Pope faich, That thoſe tha negative 
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with Sveced with che hatred of all; yea eyen amonglt 


but teach favingly, they are like rothe water in bapriſme,which 
waſhing them,ſends them to heaven,bur it ſelfe afterwards deſcends 
intothechannell. To me they ſeem not u:ilike to a plaifter, which 
when ithathcured the wound, together with the matter or cot- 
ruption, is caſt into the fire. Bugwhy doe I relate unto you the 0- 
Pinion of the Fathers, or of my ſelfe ? Hearken what Chriſt faith, 
who ſhall be the Judge of quick and dead, s Many (þ1l! ſay unto me 
inthat day, Lord, Lord, bave we not propheſied in tby Name? But what 
will Chriſt anſwer them? Depart from me yee workers of iniquity. A 
tercible anſwer, and fach an one as ought to wrelt teares of bloud 
frum thoſe that are guilty. Would to God (my Brethren) that 
theſe Conliderations were fo deeply recorded in the hearts of all 
Paſtors,but eſpecially in the hearts of thoſe that live wicked!y,that 
they might never {lip out of their memory. £4:) "2 BY 
Secondly, hence they are to be admoniſhed, who doe {light this 
holin-fle, and eſteem it either in Paſtors, orin people, tobea vain 
curiofiry, and Puritaniſme, that they would acknowledge their 
errour, &at laſt —_— repent: for if they ſhall not ſee the Lord, 
who doe want helinefſe , much leffe ſhall they ever ſee him 'who 
mock and {coffe at helineſſe. That God whom we ſerve, is a God 
of ®pare eyer, who hath pronounced them bleſſed * that are pure in 
beart;and'haththreatned that Dogs, &- Sorcerers,and Whoremongers, 
and Murderers, and 14:liters, and whoſoever loveth and maketh a lie, 
all be * withont, ſuch ſhall be without, they ſhall never enter into 
the holy City: Wois me; who,whilft he ſpeaketh theſe things, can 
abſtain fro tear? For now impudence is grown to that height,that 
it is a crime to be holy, ſo that many min are compelled tobeevil, 
thar:they rnaynotbe accounted evill;/ even 'as Salviztr heretofore 
complaiued of his times,” He thit will'riot now fweare and for+ 
ſweare, he that will not now drinke and play the glutton, hee 
thar-will not cur topfie-turvie the Lawes of God and'Man, 


ly is branded with-che name'of x Paritin', and forth 
T_ Folge 


Univerſity. : SE 

Iknow what theſe haters of good men willfayto rheſe things, 
they will ſay that they never hated any good thing, or” ahy good 
man, they cannor endure that toofihcurioliry which tom- 
monly is called Puritanifne ; of whomI defire to auch 
" p ing, 


_ A Cv 7 I © ow | 


A mm 7 


, 


RETRO oo M2 AA ao rd OE SS Roy 


i 


—— —_—  ——. = 


The P oftors (barge and Care, 17 


thing, Whether they doe believe or think that it is poſlible to be | 
too curious & preciſe in keeping Gods commandements, when 
the Apoſtle comandeth us to walk | preciſeh% Goda | Epheſ.s- 15. 
us tokeep his commandementss diligently "(ai rs Cam m Pſal.1 19. 4 
all thy might *, "or as Buxtorfis bath it , withall thy t, *Deur.s. F, 
when as our Saviour exhorterh tO be perfet? os our beaventy PF ather Py 
rt am not ignorant that this. Siew?, this os, is a ſicut ſimilitu» *Mtth. 5.48, 
dinis ron equalitatv, an a of likenedle, = _ ality, as Gorran 
? hath wel diſtinguiſhed; notwith(:J em this without 7 £97742 
bluſhing,that when-men have ſtrained I cotheuttermoſt, * ©?#+7 
and ſcraed themſelves to the higheſt Peggy of their endeavours, 
that they may imitate this pattern, they never be able to at» 
tain to the riches of Gods perfeftion : and therefore ic is not poſli- 
ble for men tobe too ſtrift & accurate in their walking with God. 
That therefore which theſe haters of good men call vain curiokiry, 
is true piety ; and according to that way which they call Purita- 
niſme, muſt we ſerve the lvng God, and obey hiadvine Lawes IF 
this ſhall ſeeme infamousto any, he is to be clienned wicked and 
ungodly, and the ſacred Scripture brands ſuch a man wizva black 
Chara , and whereſoever he goes, he (hall alwayes be knowne 
bychis mark to be a very Caingmho lew hisbrother dee bit ow 11 Toh. 3,12, 
were vevill and bir krolbers righteiwe, 4 ai | 

Laſt of al, from this concluſion doch Gow ehis adanarnidonany 
to us (Fathers and Brethren) who by the bleſſing af our moſt be- 
nigne 'God are advanced to this ſo high honourgthat our doftrine 
may flow in: more poweritully,may allure more 
init mm ys hd 
tain irs blelied:end more 
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that they doe involve and overwhelme themſelves with thoſe 
thorns from which chey free the field : Bur let us be like boyes go- 
ing beforein the night wich burning Torches; or rather let us. be 
like to fore-rumners, whoſe paces and footſteps thoſe that are our 
hearers and tollowers treading in, they may prepare them(elves 
more cheerfully, more firmly, more earneſtly to a perpetual courſe 
in the race of godlinefſe ; which that we may all, boch to the falya- 
tion of our felves; as alſo ro the glory ot his name, not unwilling- 
ly p=! form,the great and good God grant.. Amen. 

Hitherto have we ſpoken of the lite of a Paſtor, letus now in a 
word ſpeak of the Dofrine , that ſo we may haſten with as much 
ſpeed as poſlible, to the things which are remaining, 

Paſtors muſt take heed that their Do&rine be true and ſound : 
T rue, thr is, not corrupted with the leven of errour or herelic : 
Sound, that is, not ſtained with the dofrines of men, or with tra- 
ditions, or with brain-lick and phanatick queſtions. 

There isno need that we ſhould travell trom the ſacred Scrip- 
ture forthe confirmation of this truth , he chac will but. conſule 
with S.P aul in his Epiſtles, ſhall find it plentifully conficmed, 1: be- 
boveth a __ (faith he) to bold fift the faithfill word, ar he bath been 
taught, that be may be able by ſornd Dofirine bath to.exhort and con« 
vince the Eainſopert in his'Epiſte: to Tiras f. The ſame he com- 
mands eo py, Take beed nztn thyſelfe,,and to thy dofiyine *: to 


+ thy ſeliethatthoube holy ;rothy doftinez chat it be found. Nei- 


ther doth he teach any Other lefſon'to Titus : * But ſpeake thou the 
things whith befeem ſound dvFrine. Neicher truly is S. Paw! like to the 
Cocke of «Dial theſkudow-of which pointeth out the houre and 
fiech ; or like to: ftatue in thewayywhick ſhewerh: che righe way 
to others, but 'it never ftirres ir ſelfe; but he doth that himlelfe, 
which he enjoynes eo others; as heopenly witnef{cth of himſelf *, 
We are not a mary which the ward of God, but 4 of ſincerity, 
but at of Godlun the fight of thſ/we>in-Chriſt. St. Pax! did nor 

+ of Gvd that is; he did not handle 
covetouſly, os to conclude. lefle ficerely,that by that 
gain; ' but as of ſincerity, but as of Godin the 


- tt, for from hence much profit will redound to themſelves, and to 
their flock ; and on the contrary, much detriment and damage will 
accrue unto them both. | 

Ficſt of all,great advantage wil redound to them(elves,$ to their 
flock: What greater good can come to the ſons of men,then lite and 
glory? But this ſhal be the reward 8& recompence of them and theirs 
| that arefaichfull. Thoſe that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſſe of the 

Firm ment, and they that turn many to righteouſneſſe, (that is,by their 

faichfull preaching,) « the ſtarres for ever and ever, faith the Pro- ; 
phet Daniel *, And St. Paul writing co Timothy, faith, Take beed to * Dan.! 0 
! thy ſelfe, and to thy Dofrine, continue in them : for by this means thou * ds 
ſbat ſave thy ſelfe, and thoſe that heare thee. On the contrarycorrupt 
dodrine doth much hurt and lofſe unto the Flog and Pa- 
ſtor. Firſt, to the Flock, corrupe and impure DoQrine may deſer- 
vedly be compared to deadly poyſon ; for as that is hurtfull to the 
body, fo this —_ y the ſoul: therefore that Preacher that 
preacheth deadly foule-deſtroying doftrine, deſerverh to be pu- 
niſhed with the ſame puniſhment, and with- the ſame death with 
which a Phyſician is to be puniſhed,who gives his fick Patient poy- 
ſon to drink in ſtead of wholſome Phyſick : for he kils che body, 
but the other deſtroyes the ſoul. 

Secondly,that quick and lively ſaying of Chriſt, Matth.5. 1g. 
threatneth at the Aſt fight, unutterable puniſhment to themſelves; 
Whoſoever (ſaith he) ſþ.2Þ brezk one of the leaſt of theſe comm mdements, 
and teach men ſo, (that is, to break them,) he ſþall be called the leaſt in: 
the Kingdome of heaven, that is, he ſhall be none,(for thoſe that are 
thereare grearall) he ſhall have no place in the heavenly. Para- 
diſe : now he that falls from heaven, with one and the ſame fall he 
falls into hell irrecoverably , and moſt juſtly and deſervedly is he 
eſteemed worthy of eternall death, who hath ſeduced others, and 
led them into deadly errors, becauſe he endeavoureth to deſtroy 
his Chriſtian brethren, for whom Chriſt hath ſhed his moſt pre- 
tious heart-bloud, then the which a greater, and more truculenc 
finne, cannot be thought on, or imagined. 

Whar therefore will become of thoſe grand Impoſtors of the 
world,che Jeſuits and Romiſh Maſling-prieſts, who'compalſe Sea 
and Land that they may make one Proſelyte, and when heis made, 
they make him twofold morethe _ of hel then they themſelvs? 

2 


Yea, 


—P what wil boli of ome Miniſters of the Golpd, ho 
cooth and naile endeavour not onely in their Sermons, but alſo in 
written bookes, ro Nenercy roma holy time confecrated maro God, 


rr 0gr and prophane,and'to change the divincin{fitution of the 
day into humane, that ſo they might cor in ſunder] the ve 
perro lolerme worſhip of God; and fo utterly overturn al 
eligion ? 
What will beckme of our Miniſters ofche Goſpel pps why in their 
ing publiſh to the world doftrine ſtrongly favouring of Pe- 
niſin and who teach other hererodox.teners ? 
hat will become of others, who ule painting and falſe colou- 
p, whereby theirdo&rineB8 adulterated, fo that ic cannot keep 
retain its nach igſicby arid integrity ?-for either they "a. n 
wich it the traditionsof men, and mingle mens decrees with Gods, 
which is to mingle Chaffe with Wheat; or elſe they moſt diſho- 
neftly flatter men,eſpecially great men, 6fwhom th oy ar 
fit and preferment, and takingaway as it were the falt 0 Go 
, with which they ought toſuppreffe and keep down the petu- 
of mens itching —__ luſting fleſh, they conniveand wink at 
the naughty and unlawfull ations of the ſonnes.of men. There 
are ſome ſuch Preachers in this exulcerate Age, who like the He-. 
ape; Or Lupine, are carried about together with the Sun; whi- 
the inclinations or difpoſitions of the great- ones bend, 
hither doe they bend and: incline their heads alſo ,. ſo that you 
would not think they were.two, but one that ſpake- (like to one 
Genacertia mulick:)chefe with the Cameleon do change 
themſelves into any colour red and white, that is, they can 
wm themſelves into any form or ſhape beſides that which is ho- 
neſt and good. Nine wuarhatOhavce doth ſo tax that nuhappy - 
way we T> nd nicenefſe of his. Age, . and not much unlike to this- 
of ours, Ne thee CGich he wich what poverty and ſcar--. 
r States. are peſtered; and what is wanting to them thae 
ig Sabo dicxt, namely one why will tell 


What will become of- others. who fpeakeevill of s , and 
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of every one of thele : Wh Nreuhts ics oe Age 

« for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after |. 

of Bilaam for reward. This woe is a ſhort word, aliule particle,buc 
icis of a horrid. and dreadtull {zgnification, denouncing eternall 
vengeance to thew on whom ic ſhall jall as lightning from-hea- 
ven- Men , Brethren, and Fathers, I heartily pray that this woe 
may not fall upon che heads of any of us , but upon the heads of 
our enemies, upon the heads of the impious and impure Minifte- 
ry of the Church of Rom?, who doe remain in the clippingsand 

embracings of the BabyloniſÞ itrumpet ; of whoſe number that we 

may not be,.it behoveth us-to ſpeak thoſe thingsthat become 
ſound Doftrine, not playing the huckſters with the word of God, 

as doe ſome, bntas of (incerity,but as of God in the fight: of God, 

ſpeak we.in Chriſt, and let us ficmly abide in them: It we ſhall doe 

this,we ſhall ſave our ſelves,and thoſe that heare us, as St-Pawd told 

Timothy ®.. 

And chus-F-pafſe from the firſt degree of the extent,the firſt obje& 
of their attention to the ſecond A;tend,or give heed ro yourſelves, 
and then tothe whole Flock, uri 7wy rip Now by. the word Flock 
theApoſtledoth ſignifie the Church,imitating therin the Prophets, . 
and Chriſt himſclte, who have often uſed the ſame Allegory : and 
indeed the uſe of the wordin this kind is- not- improper , brcank 
that it ſignificantly comprehends all inen of all fo the words 
Houſe and Family, by which the Church is elſewhere pMinted Outs. 
For theſe words doeadmoniſh both Miniſters and people rogether 
of their duty : Hence the Miniſters may learn, that the care. and: 
charge of all ſorts of men in their flock, doe appertain unto them, . 
neither is ic lawfall for them to negle&any one, . whether learned 
or unlearned, whether noble or ignoble , whether rich or poore, . 
whether bondor free. In a great houſe there are various and di-- 
vers ſorts of veſſels ; now it is not the pleaſureof the Houſholder 
that his ſervants ſhould-caſt off-the care of any- of them. Again, 
hence the people may learn, that all men, of what place, rank, or 
condition ſoever they be, that ought to be ſubje& to the Mi- 

y and Diſcipline of. the Word, neither can any one befree 


niſtery 
; fromthis yoak, who wilbe accounted a ſheep of the divine flock,or 


the errour *lude 17, 


*1 Fpiſt. 4.16 


ane of Gods houſhold : far that which God ſpeaks wo ® Feremy the > lex, 1.18 | 
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3 Concluſion 


City, and an Tron pillar, and a brazen wall againſt the whole ILmmd, a> 
gainſt the Kings of Judah, againſt the Princes therof,ag zinſt the Prieſts 
thereof, and againſt the people of the Land. Therefore their ſortiſhnes 
is toogrofſe,and their ſtubborn rebellion too unbridled,who chal- 
lenging a certain immunity to themſelves, doe utterly deny the 
careof theſe things to appertain tothe Miniſters of the Golpel. 

But to what end mult the Biſhops or Presbyters of Epheſus at- 
tend the whole flock ? mai: ev, faith the Apoſtlezto feed ir, which 
many have tranſlated to rule or govern the Church. of God , but 
thatinterpretation is too lofty for this Text,(fairh*Bullinger) efpe- 
cially in our times, in which the Biſhops doe think rhe Office of a 
Biſhop tobe nought e!ſerhen unlawtull defire of domineering:me- 
wairey there fore is to 4 govern after the manner of Paſtors, (faich 
Bartholomeus Petrus Lynt rienſis) neither doth the Apoſtle darkly 

int at this himſelfe, he continueth that Metaphor by which he 

ad called the Church 72 Toiurror, a Flock, here heuſeth che word 
Touaires, to feed. Bur here we muſt diligently obſerve that there is 
a Synecdoche in the word feed, for that word doth fer forth the 
whole care of a Paſtor, namely, to feed with word, to govern with 
diſcipline,ro defend &keep with the rod of jurildiction.In the ſame 
ſenſe the word is uſed, Foþ20.*, where Chriſt three times repeating 
ro Peter, Feed my ſbe:-p, doth exhort him to diſcharge all the offices 
and duties ofa Paſtor, from whence we conclude in the hird place, 

That tf Church of God,which is the flock of Chriſt, is with all 

ible care and diligence to be fed, governed and defended by the 
iſhopsor Elders which are her Paſtors. 

She is tobe fed with food that ſhe languiſh not , and through 
famine pine away; ſhe is to be governed with diſcipline,leſt ſheerre 
and wander from the right way; ſhe isto be defended with the rod 
of juriſdition and power, that the ravenous Wolves, and cruell 
wild beaſts,doe not violently ſeize upon her,teare her, and devour 
her. Ina word, all care by all means is to be had of her by them, 
that notany the leaſt ſheep be negle&ed or periſh through their 


It would be too tedious but onely to _ at every particular 
duty of a Paſtor in its order: wheretore I deſiring to be briefe, will 
content my ſelfe with two places onely , which notwichſtanding 
-ſhall be like unto a moſt cleare glaſſe, in which every one preſenc 
may 
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may ſee what he ought to be,and ſo may conform himſelfe accor- 
dingly. The firſt ot which is taken our of the firſt Epiſtle of Peter, 
Ch 2pt.5. verſ. 1, 2.4 The Elders which are among you I exhort, who am * , Pet.S. 1,3, 
alſo an E'd:r, feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the 
overſight thereof, n1t by conſtraint, but willngh: not for filthy lecre, but 
of aready mind. The (econd is taken ouc of the 8 Prophelie of the 
Prophet Ezekiel, Chp.34- where the care of a good Shephcard is s Ezcx. 34+ 
notably ſet forth unto us, Like a faithful! guide be goes before, doth 
led bis flock into,and doth feed it in a good paſture,und in a fat paſiure, 
he doth cawſe bis flock to lie down alſo, be doth ſeek that which was loſt, 
be doth bring again that which was driven away, and doth bind up that 
which was broken, and doth ſtrengthen that which was ſick , but be duth 
deſtroy the fit and ihe ſirong : andal theſe things be doth do circumſpelt- 
ly and with judgement. From which places ic clearly appearcth,that 
the office and duty of a Paſtor is to teed, govern, and defend the 
flock of Chriſt, and diligently to take care that not any the leaſt 
'and pooreſt ſheep of Chriſts flock be negleQed or pecith through 
his floath and negligence. 
From hence fic{t of all we may learn (Fathers and Brethrmn in 
Chriſt) that ir is moſt neceſſary that Paitors ſhould reſide wich 
their flocks, and that it is not lawfull for them to be want- 
ing, unleffe ic be for a time, and chat upon great and weighty cat 
ſes: becauſe they ought (by themlelves,nor by theic ſubſtiruces) co 
feed the flock of Chriſt,and to keep it, aud to watch overir, and co 
give an account to God otevery one committed to their charge 
which periſhech. That Paſtor doth not deſerve the name of a Pa- 
ſtor, (laith Cajeta) if he doe nor perſonallyatrend on his flock. - 
And nor every maſter of ſheep is to be called a Paſtor, but he ohely _ 
(Qaith Þ BelLymine) that doth feed his own ſheep. And beleeve me & z,/ adWep. 
(my brethren) we ſhould not (as many Paſtors are wont co d oe) © 
leave the of Chriſt committed co our charge, wandring in 
the wildernetſe, as the Oſtridge mentioned by'\ Fob, leavech her Egs © lob. ,. 17, 
in the ſand ; much lefſe ſhould wedeliverthem over to ignorant 
hirelings,to men of no reputation,taken ſometimes as it were frotu 
the high-way fide,to be miſerably cared for by-them (as he in Gel- 
bus did his horſe to his ſervant Szatizs ) totheend chat wee may 
more freely apply our ſelves to idleneffe and to plealure, to the ga- 
thering together of riches,and co che leaping up Corrs 
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48 a Bride, ſtudy.co:deckand ado i; itis aflock, be yecarefullig © 3 
Feed it. | 


ther verily ſhould we imagine chat we have ſufficiently diſcharged 
our duey, if, as the high Prieſt who once every yeare under the 
Lawntred into the Holy place; ſo we once(or twice at themoſt ) 
every year with geat edification (as Swrixs * (peaketh of the 
ambulation of Pi quintw) do vilit our flocks here and there | wil 
tered and diſperſed, nothing fearing leſt we heare that which A4a- 
ry ſpake to our Saviour after the death of L:zrws,from ſomeone, 
at leaſt from our own conſcience, Maſter, if thou hadſt been reſent, 
my brotber bad not been dead ; thisor that of thy bad not pe- 
on 7 his {innes (at leaſt by thy fault, and with danger of thy 
oud. 
Secondly,hence we may learn, that it is not ſufficient for Biſhops 
and Paftors to relide in their Chuyeb, and wich their flock , but 
there is a neceſlity chat they ſhould watch and labour in the word 
and dottrine , Church is to be fed,(faith the Apoſtle in this 
place) A neceſſity is laid upon me ; yea,woe #s unto me if 1 preach not the 
Goſpel (faith he in another )2 :{foalſo Ambroſe imitating St- 
Paul thus imprecates : ® Wo wil be unto me ({aich he)if I ſhall noc 
zorif hal hide in the earth the heavenly treaſure received, 
and ſhall keep the light of Gods word hidden under a bufbell, and 
ſhall not manifeſt ir unto theeyes of all men, it being placed on a 
Candleſtick, that afterwards Lmay heare, Well done thou good and 
faithfull ſervant, thou haſt been ſaitbfull in a little, I will make' thee 
ruler of much , enter thou into the joy of thy Maſter. And Bernard 
breaks forth into a cemplaint not much unlike it, Hez mibigte.Wo 
is me (faith he)a portion of the bloud of Chriſt is committed un-f | 
40 Unge TIT I ore - man? ov wk ſhall I 
turn ? af it happen chat | neglipes y. a trea- 
Cont, ap ſopretious, that Chriſt fet more by 'ir cher 
by his own bloud. There wasa woe abiding St. P ad, Ambroſe,Be: 
nard,if they did not preach the Goſpel, and will not a woe wait}  * 
eineudullncttweo ligands po Fs Preac 
jaar 1007 mcenewy 2 y: wheretore ſuffer me (my bes 
thren)toexhorr youin-the words of Bernard, Wholoever amo 
you have beenalottedor appointed to the work of the Miniſteryy *| & 
-unto you it is a Citic;watch yezthat ye may keep and defend ic 3. if ©; 


wat | whoyoara 
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Bur becauſechere ls reat feed in difficule and fangi= + 
Mer our eel, wonrey fleſh ſbould be and ol <p 
with reaſons, give me leave (I beſeech you) to diſpatch the incen- 
tion of this attention in few words,which was the third thing ob- 
ſerved by us in the Text, that is, the ts which the Apoſtle 
doth ſo he might make the Elders of Epheſus more atten- 
tive to,and more intent upon the charge commicted unto them. 

The firſt of whichis drawn from the office, you are made Bi- 1 Argument. 
ſhops, that —ongegr i rorrns- or won this callech 

to attention : e ing a to 

rn aetand bonors, a name of labour, not ey; wary 
being moved i" ih chat ſpirit, he doth after this fort exhorr his 


fellow 7 an ponds wares, to ponder w® himſelf » Homil: 4. 
whata ; and bearlechargelles him, and what an ac- 
- count he of it tohis Lord d Maſter; and leſt that 


Ny means a ſhould abate or diminiſh his labour,Chriſt' ooh 
a Preacher both to a Fiſher, & alſo co a Paſtor, whoſe life 
as it is painfull 'and full of labour, 'ois ita lik ( above others) 
nn and 


Theſecond __—_ from the Author of the Office 
y Ghe for the boly Ghoſt bath madeyou * 2 Argonent. 
mo , Conſecrator, and 


Pf 
Biſhops indeed, aud notin name onely, not 


En IE Ou - 4 


if 


negle& 
anather,the Fudge : but if a man be 
op ol pen ener 2g To 
on Now evo rey moreand' more ſharpen and pro- 


Theid depen en frm he excellency of this duty, 4 Argument, 


| gal pak Mikegs thee: you och w- 
no rk En Gt 


« t 
» 


fe ploghs of 
therefore that there is 
i and difficult an ow, 


ASI | © j{ kate 


M7 TT 20; 7 Tor. 
Hu 


if p Þ & x of 
honour is, Kok pr pe mþ D greag onour, that 
Argumen b Tr Fon pron. heme I 
r t, Wn, | ris O 3 
: This your i the Church of God,andi in die of is God it is 
to be cared for certainly;neitherisir lightly to be eſteemed of, 
ther is it Gods any or every way : forit isnot onely (agthe re — 
® Foc quidem creatures.in the world, asthe world it ſelte) wejnns Dei, the fa- 
" rertium eſt ex+ or workmanfhip of God without any pri or coſt, -he ſpake 
 Plcanda bee "the word all theſe things were made ; yea v it is more, nempe 
ara mpoTealnens, 1 it i the purchaſe or merchandiſe of Ls it coſt him a 
_- wy 4;- Price; neither did God purchaſe $ we any price,it was 2a, wm 
pred | cvs corruptible things, with gold or filver,the Church colt; mo! 
mon a mote,: he purchaſed | ic with bloud.; 


. " 


6 xupey, neque of a whole Hecatomb, it was not wich thebloud 


eft reproban- eere man, nor(thar Imay {pe 
ment bloud, bat with his own * proper and moſt my 
impie q he purchaſed. i c, from whence | it mo how, lod, bak 


dicere 9 : Wo od. - 
wrae)  Piby he 
_ conſola- by dalac 


thi rthatthe rice of Chriſlts bloud is committed unto 
v0 Ione gry © (aan K & lower unlefle_t ichfully employ. their 
diſerts expli- Jabou forche Churg  thas chap wi 20k aug 
tb Pt Ao Tree notre ln be 
how falfem y the ſacred bloud of 


eſſe carnem : 
Ita ut qui ve | 
re Deus eft, 
vere of Dew 
& home fit ft = 
4s Bezain 
locum. 


Tak ak; a N/ les have | jade id 


5 Argument... - Ia 


A — 


4 4; + 5 bl 3 8 6 ol hs, bo en 


-- Ya "The Paftars (barge and Care, _ | 
ſpeaketh tothe Hebrexes. Bone Des | Gbod Godg How =" 


is the labour that muſt be ilergine by 
ys duty , whatwatchings are to” be Ces. Tow 
many-groubles to be fuſtained , how many difficulties ro: be ſival- 

lowed by you who muſt as laſt give an account reGod httaleifs 
for the reaſonable flock (as Chryſoſtome calls it) redeemed with the you 
bloud of Chriſt the Sonne of God; the fouls of men, and that a 
farre more exa@ accouat then ever * Facob did to Laban as concern- 
ing his loſt ſheep? and muſt expe& from him either a Crown of 
immarceſcible glory zthe reward of our attention,or elſe torture & 
ebb to him that ' ' it, ant mterminable to 
him that ſuſtaineth it: tormeti a (Ulay)nowsy to be endared; nor 
never tobe ended, asa yourn go” 3 6 ee 
fulnefſe. He that hath ſeparated _ to this office, will la be ie for 
Org 
gent,or with the 

And what doth now remain ? Behold life and death , Ne Ochold 
heaven and hell, behold either eternally to weep , or eternally to 
rejoyce,is in the hands of your attention.Attend therefore that the 
eaon if not of your duty, at leaſt of this your danger, may 
makeyou ſolicitous. 


And 2 cheſe at length are __ p ens Fa Fathers,and Brethren Concluſion. 


in the Lord ——— ſeived) which Ihave to 
ſe unto — bed OD of the attention of 
Paſtors, ofthe extent of - attention, how farre it extendeth,and 


to whom, to your ſelyes, 3.e. to your life, te your dodrine ; to 
your life, that it be blameleſſe, to your dottrine, thatit be ſound 
and ſaving, toall theflock to feed itgovern it, ;defendit ; of the 
intention of this attention, to wit, with what arguments the A- 
polile doth intend, 8. e. make this attention more attentive,and in- 
tentive, 1. from the@ffice ic ſelfe: 2. from the Authour of this of- 
fice : 3. from the Excellency of this office : 4. from the dignity of 
the Church: 5.and laſtly,from ING are to give 
unto God. 
Which if T have not handled fo af might have been ex 
Red,I defire that this may be im to the fertilicy of the 
t, which hath me poore by ics . If by the pro- 
oy Itech I have been offentive I your candid cle- 
mency 


£ FW. ics ors Charge and Core. | 


li. 


[ 
ay & with ſelfe doth *-.y| 
MM wg ge ts Fee 
pas, vding to who 
is cheElders of mer y ry he did ſpinne ghem 
forth lag goic ong bg ſhowres ofteares. 


The Lord blefſe you,and ge Lend make dio fas 
yu ene ater ye rd ip ——— 


and give youpeace. 


The ade Lend Joſie Clif phelonrtf Goth the communion. of 
RS Rh genie youll; Amen. 


Glory to God alone. 


FINIS. 


